
Myths vs. Facts: 
2019 Biological Opinions for Long-Term Operations of the 
Central Valley Project and the State Water Project

In October of 2019, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
released new biological opinions (BiOps) analyzing the operation of the Federal Central Valley Project (CVP) and 
the California State Water Project (SWP). Following the release of the BiOps, there were numerous inaccurate 
characterizations of the opinions. Below are the facts about the BiOps and comments from independent peer 
reviewers.

MYTH
“The BiOps do 
not use the best 
available science 
and manipulate 
the data to 
achieve a biased 
result.”

FACTS
l	 Rather than relying on the outdated science from the previous BiOps, the new BiOps 

are based upon the best available science that has been developed over the past ten 
years.

	 “Substantial strides in research have been made in recent years… for the most part, 
this is the best available scientific information.”2

l	 The BiOps are based on newly-developed adaptive management operating plans 
that incorporate the best available science in order to advance conservation of 
threatened and endangered species and their habitats.

l	 The BiOps reflect a formalized decision-making process in order to ensure that a 
careful and organized analytical approach is used as the basis for forming decisions. 

“In general, I have found the quality of science that contributes to Delta Smelt 
management to be very high.”4

“The overall presentation of materials used to analyze the effects of the proposed 
action in the draft BiOp are scientifically sound and provide a rationale for the 
conclusions drawn.”6

“The use of life cycle models as additional tools is also noteworthy and a very 
positive step in preparing these BiOps.”7

MYTH 
“The BiOps 
will weaken 
protections for 
endangered 
species.”

FACTS
l	 The BiOps rely on a variety of new programs and management procedures intended 

to enhance protection of endangered species. 

l	 The BiOps are based on the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), and the 
California Department of Water Resources (DWR) reducing early wintertime 
pumping in order to protect spawning Delta Smelt and also reducing early 
springtime pumping to protect migrating salmonids.

l	 The BiOps are based on Reclamation implementing a 4-tiered Cold Water 
Management Plan to protect Sacramento River winter-run Chinook salmon. 

	 “This plan is a significant improvement over the current reservoir operating 
guidelines with regard to managing the cold-water pool during drought 
conditions.”5

l	 The BiOps rely on systemwide enhancements that are based on real-time risks 
rather than the existing calendar-based pumping schedule. These efforts include 
real-time monitoring of fish populations, a commitment to reduce pumping 
when sensitive species are present, and in general, efforts to increase monitoring 
effectiveness.

	 “The status of the listed species documented in the BiOp would, if the adaptive 
management is done correctly, greatly benefit.”7






